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Series: Living the Good Life (Gospel of John)
Jesus Motivates Gratitude

John 10:1-42
 

-Gratitude (Oxford) = the quality of being thankful; readiness to show appreciation for and to return kindness
-1 Thes. 5:16-18 — 16 Rejoice evermore. 17 Pray without ceasing. 18 In every thing give thanks: for this is the
will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.
-Today: We tie Jesus’ words into 4 reasons our Savior prompts our gratitude.

 

Jesus sets the stage with an illustration in vv. 1-6 that His listeners would have been familiar with:

–Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other
way, the same is a thief and a robber. But he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. To him
the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them
out. And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know
his voice. And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of strangers.
This parable spake Jesus unto them: but they understood not what things they were which he spake unto them.
 

-Details Jesus highlights:

1. The pen the sheep were kept in for safety had a door that all the sheep would use exclusively to enter for
safety and to pass through for refreshment in the pasture.

2. The shepherd was the one entrusted with the ultimate care of the sheep, but could employ “under
shepherds” to help guard the door/passageway.

3. The sheep/shepherd have a unique and profound closeness/familiarity with each other.

*All of these details are very important to set the stage for what Jesus is about to say about Himself.

 

I. Jesus is the Door. (John 10:7-10)
1. Exclusive Access (7-9)

-Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep. All that ever came
before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them. I am the door: by me if any man enter in,
he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.
-3 exclusive access truths of Jesus:

1) He is God’s plan for sinful man to enter God’s kingdom.

-Truly, Truly, I am the entrance point for sheep
2) Anybody else who claims that status is an imposter.

–The ones you heard from before me that said you had to enter their way were lying to you.
3) He is the only way to a right relationship with God.

–I am THE door (definite article) and entering through Me gives you access/enjoyment of God’s kingdom.
*This exclusive access to God is offered to all who will accept Jesus for themselves—that’s incredible reason to
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*This exclusive access to God is offered to all who will accept Jesus for themselves—that’s incredible reason to
be grateful!

 

2. Poser Exposure (10)

-The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that
they might have it more abundantly.
-Context would lead us to assume that Jesus is contrasting the self-righteous, religion-minded, incredibly
enslaving pharisees/their message of getting to God though one’s own futile works vs. the message Jesus
brought that said one obtains a completely right standing before God with faith in Jesus as God’s plan of
reconciliation.

-Anyone who would bring a different message than that of Jesus being the exclusive access to God is a
“poser.”

-I’m grateful that my eyes are opened to the fact that Jesus is the ONLY way and that I can say that I know Him
as MY Savior from sin.

-JESUS IS THE DOOR—If you know Jesus, let that truth invoke a grateful response today!

 

II. Jesus is the Good Shepherd. (John 10:11-18)
-Jesus just comes out and says in v. 11 that HE is the good shepherd.
-3 insights that point our hearts to be thankful for His role/function as our Shepherd:

1. “All-In” Approach to Love (11-13)

–I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. But he that is an hireling, and not the
shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the
wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep. The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not for
the sheep.
-Jesus came to this earth to give His life as a sacrifice to pay for the sins of the human race (“sheep”).

-Only a true shepherd would be willing to do such a thing for the sake of sheep.

-Jesus was “all-in” in His approach to our rescue from the bondage of sin—He gave His life for our freedom
from that bondage.

 

2. Intimate Relating (14-15)

-I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine. As the Father knoweth me, even so
know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep.
-Jesus uses the word “know” 4 x’s I these 2 verses: “ginosko” = the idea of knowing very closely/deeply—to
understand
-Jesus: I deeply understand my sheep…they deeply understand Me…My Father deeply understands Me…and I
deeply understand Him.
-When we are related to God by faith in Christ Jesus, this is not some distant relation to some nebulous god in
outer space or some other untouchable realm…this is deep understanding and very personal relating.

-We have a Savior Who deeply understands us and relates with us according to that understanding.

 

3. Equal Inclusion (16)

–And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and
there shall be one fold, and one shepherd.
-While it is true that Israel (the Jewish people) have a special covenant status with God, Jesus points out here
that the Gospel is not just for the Jewish people to accept, but is also offered to Gentiles—anyone who is not
Jewish.
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-We can certainly be grateful today that the Gospel of Jesus is inclusive!

 
4. Authoritative Display of Purpose (17-18)

-Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again. No man taketh it
from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This
commandment have I received of my Father.
-Unlike anyone else who claimed the title of human, Jesus not only laid down His life for the sake of the sheep
He came to rescue, but He proved His legitimacy to be that Savior by raising Himself back up from the dead!

*You & I can be really grateful for the resurrection of Jesus from the dead—for without that resurrection, we
could not/would not be able to have eternal life!

 

III. Jesus is the Source and Sustainer of eternal life.
(John 10:22-30)
–And it was at Jerusalem the feast of the dedication, and it was winter. And Jesus walked in the temple in
Solomon’s porch. Then came the Jews round about him, and said unto him, How long dost thou make us to
doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly. Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works
that I do in my Father’s name, they bear witness of me. But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as
I said unto you.
*The next 4 verses are a bit of a summary discourse—3 definitive summary statements:

1. Intimacy (27) My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:
2. Eternal Security (28-29)  And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any
man pluck them out of my hand. My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to
pluck them out of my Father’s hand.
3. Equality of Power (30)  I and my Father are one.
*Jesus truly is the Source and Sustainer of eternal life—great reason to rejoice this Thanksgiving!

 

IV. Jesus is the resolution for unbelief. (John 10:31-42)
-Essentially, the only thing standing in the way of any person having the eternal life Jesus offers is unbelief.

-2 reasons for gratitude that become obvious:

1. He patiently confronts unbelief. (31-39)

-Then the Jews took up stones again to stone him. Jesus answered them, Many good works have I shewed you
from my Father; for which of those works do ye stone me? The Jews answered him, saying, For a good work we
stone thee not; but for blasphemy; and because that thou, being a man, makest thyself God. Jesus answered
them, Is it not written in your law, I said, Ye are gods? If he called them gods, unto whom the word of God
came, and the scripture cannot be broken; Say ye of him, whom the Father hath sanctified, and sent into the
world, Thou blasphemest; because I said, I am the Son of God? If I do not the works of my Father, believe me
not. But if I do, though ye believe not me, believe the works: that ye may know, and believe, that the Father is
in me, and I in him. Therefore they sought again to take him: but he escaped out of their hand,
-That loving invitation still stands today for those still refusing to believe in Jesus.

-If you have yet to choose to believe Jesus, I urge you to consider Him further today as He patiently confronts
your unbelief.

 

2. He provides fuel for faith. (40-42)

And went away again beyond Jordan into the place where John at first baptized; and there he abode. And many
resorted unto him, and said, John did no miracle: but all things that John spake of this man were true. And
many believed on him there.
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-Jesus goes back to where some of His earlier days of ministry were spent and takes time to allow the people
there to consider His ministry and message.

-They consider the miracles He had performed up until this point and they come to realize that He is indeed
the Savior and they choose to trust Him as such.

-When you take time to consider Jesus as is recorded in God’s Word, He provides fuel for faith.

*Choose a grateful response to Jesus today!
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