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Matters of the Heart
1 John 3:11-24

 

-Today: John gets quite a bit personal and addresses 2 areas of the Christian life that have to do with who we are and what we
choose to be in our heart of hearts.

-(freedictionary.com) heart of hearts = the deepest, most intimate part of oneself

-Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

 

I. What is Love? (1 John 3:11-18)

-The love spoken of here is translated from “agapao”

-(Exp.’s Bible Com.) – Agapaō does not denote affection or romantic attachment; it rather denotes caring love, a deliberate
attitude of mind that concerns itself with the well-being of the one loved.

-This is the kind of love God showed us by sending His Son, Jesus, to the cross for our sins…we certainly did not deserve it
and was for our well-being!

-5 things about this “agapao” toward others:

1. A Foundational Doctrine (11) For this is the message that ye heard from the beginning, that we should love one another.

-John is placing the command to love as God loves right there with the message of the Gospel that his readers had heard and
received at the beginning of their Christian journey.

-To receive the love of God through Christ is realize the privilege it is to show that love to those God has placed around us.

-Many Scriptures: John 13:34 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also
love one another.

-John 15:12 This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you.

-Romans 12:10 Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another;

-Galatians 5:13 For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love
serve one another.

-Ephesians 4:1-2 I therefore, the prisoner of the LORD, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are
called, With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love;

-1 Pet. 4:8 And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall cover the multitude of sins.

Essentially, to believe is to love because a believer realizes the love contained in the Gospel from God Himself is worth
passing on to those He has placed around us. 

2. The Antithesis of Jealousy and Hatred (12, 15a) Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and slew his brother. And
wherefore slew he him? Because his own works were evil, and his brother’s righteous…Whosoever hateth his brother is a
murderer.

-Hatred and jealousy are the opposite of the kind of love God has shown us and expects us to pass on to others.

-John goes as far as to equate hatred w/ murder—a little too far?
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-John goes as far as to equate hatred w/ murder—a little too far?

-Jesus: (Mt. 5:21-22) Ye have heard that it was said of them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in
danger of the judgment: But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the
judgment…

-Hatred certainly does not reflect the love of God and definitely has no place in the life of a believer.

-To hate devalues another person created in the image of God, but to love with the love of Christ places God’s worth on that
created soul.

3. A Mark of Citizenship (13-14, 15b) Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate you. We know that we have passed from death
unto life, because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in death…and ye know that no murderer hath
eternal life abiding in him.

-There are only 2 categories of people: 1. Those who have accepted Christ, who are in the family of God, and who are on their
way to an eternity in heaven with God, 2. Those who have rejected Christ, who are of their father, the devil, and are on the way
to an eternity without God in hell.

-One’s citizenship is either in heaven or hell and it all hinges on whether a person has individually accepted Jesus Christ as
their own Savior.

-To love as God loves is not a requirement for salvation, but is a result of true salvation—We KNOW that we have passed from
death unto life, because we love the brethren.

4. A Demonstrated Way of Life (16) Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to
lay down our lives for the brethren.

-“perceive” = to understand…we understand this kind of love and how to show it by learning of our Savior because He
demonstrated this kind of love.

-Remember the definition of this “agapao” kind of love: an intentional, others-minded kind of love that does not base it’s
expression upon the merit of the one being loved.

–Rom. 5:8, But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

-Jesus loves us and asks us to love others with a life-giving kind of love.

5. A Quantifiable Action (17-18) But whoso hath this world’s good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his
bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him? My little children, let us not love in word, neither in
tongue; but in deed and in truth.

-God does not necessarily call us to give our physical lives for someone else like Jesus did, but “laying down our lives” and
loving as Jesus loves means laying down what is important simply to us for the sake of loving someone else and meeting their
needs for the sake of Christ.

-When one realizes in their heart of hearts all that Jesus gave for them, they’ll find it appropriate look for and meet the needs of
their brothers and sisters around them.

 

II. What About My Conscience? (1 John 3:19-24)

-There is not much more intimate and that which makes us uniquely us than what is going on constantly in our heart of hearts…
many call this the conscience.

-(Baker’s Evangelical Dictionary of Biblical Theology) Conscience is a term that describes an aspect of a human being’s self-
awareness. It is part of a person’s internal rational capacity and is not, as popular lore sometimes suggests, an audience room
for the voice of God or of the devil. Conscience is a critical inner awareness that bears witness to the norms and values we
recognize and apply. The complex of values with which conscience deals includes not only those we own, but the entire range
of values to which we are exposed during life’s journey. Consequently, there is always a sense of struggle in our reflective
process. The witness of conscience makes its presence known by inducing mental anguish and feelings of guilt when we
violate the values we recognize and apply. Conscience also provides a sense of pleasure when we reflect on conformity to our
value system.

-God has designed the conscience to be a helpful tool in our Christian journey, but if not Biblically informed, our conscience
can be a source of difficult challenge.
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can be a source of difficult challenge.

-John points out 5 considerations about our conscience:

1. It can get “out of whack.” (19-20a) And hereby we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before him. For
if our heart condemn us…

-Knowing we are in Christ and seeing the evidence of true salvation as John has been teaching about assures our conscience
that we are indeed right with God.

-This is not to say that there won’t be consequences to our actions in the whole scheme of God’s creation, but if a person is in
Christ, Jesus’ blood is sufficient for the covering of that person’s sins when it comes down to where that person stands before
his/her holy Creator.

–Our conscience is not designed to condemn us, it’s designed to drive us to Christ.

2. It must rest in God’s judgment. (20b) God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things.

-When it comes to matters outside of our own control and worry over whether we did something just right enough or repented
right enough…realize that God is greater than your condemning heart and knows everything and He is sovereign and will do as
He pleases.

3. It is faith-filled when it is rest-filled. (21-22) Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God.
And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his
sight.

-A rest-filled conscience based on the Gospel of Jesus Christ comes in great faith to the throne of God with confidence that
he/she is being heard by the God Who sits on that throne.

-This person trusts the all-knowing, all-powerful, wise hand of God and wants to do that which would most please the Lord.

4. It may need to be simplified. (23) And this is his commandment, That we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus
Christ, and love one another, as he gave us commandment.

-John comes full circle back to the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the showing of His love to those He’s placed around us.

-It’s very simple.

5. It is assured by God’s Spirit. (24) And he that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him. And hereby we
know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us.

-For those of us who are “in Christ” God has sent His Spirit to dwell in us to comfort and assure our hearts and we need to align
our hearts to His Word.

*The key is to have a Bible-informed conscience, not a feeling-based or world-influenced conscience.

 

-Bottom line: God is infinitely harsh with sin because He is holy. In His mercy and love for man, He sent His Son, Jesus to suffer
the wrath for our sin and sets us free to love and obey Him and to love those He has placed around us.
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