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Heaven-Bound Faith
Luke 18:15-34

 

–Romans 10:17, So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

-Not all faith is true faith…True faith is Bible-based faith…Bible-based faith is “Heaven-Bound Faith” 

 

-4 characteristics of Heaven-bound faith: 

I. A Simple Faith (Luke 18:15-17)

A. Disregard (15)

–And they brought unto him also infants, that he would touch them: but when his disciples saw it, they
rebuked them.

B. Comprehensiveness (16)

–But Jesus called them unto him, and said, Suffer little children to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of
such is the kingdom of God. Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little
child shall in no wise enter therein.

 

II. An Exclusive Faith (Luke 18:18-27)

–And a certain ruler asked him, saying, Good Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life? And Jesus said unto
him, Why callest thou me good? none is good, save one, that is, God. Thou knowest the commandments, Do
not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Honour thy father and thy mother.
And he said, All these have I kept from my youth up. Now when Jesus heard these things, he said unto him,
Yet lackest thou one thing: sell all that thou hast, and distribute unto the poor, and thou shalt have treasure
in heaven: and come, follow me. And when he heard this, he was very sorrowful: for he was very rich.

3 truths a/b the exclusivity of Bible-based faith:

1. Religion is misleading.

2. Riches are distracting.

3. Relationship is securing.

–Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. (Mt. 11:38)

-Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye,
except ye abide in me. I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same
bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. (John 15:4-5)
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III. A Rich Faith (Luke 18:28-30)

–Then Peter said, Lo, we have left all, and followed thee. And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, There is
no man that hath left house, or parents, or brethren, or wife, or children, for the kingdom of God’s sake, Who
shall not receive manifold more in this present time, and in the world to come life everlasting.

1. Earthly Benefits – more in this present time

-Examples:

Body of Christ (support, accountability, relationships, etc.)
Privilege of Prayer (access to the very ear & power of God)
Hope from God’s Word (no matter the obstacles we face)
Peace through trials (knowing we are God’s children)
Provision (God give His children all that they need)

2. Heavenly Benefits – and in the world to come life everlasting

*The riches we have in Christ do not even compare to what this world has to offer!

-1 Corinthians 2:9, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things
which God hath prepared for them that love him.

 

IV. A Purchased Faith (Luke 18:31-34)

Then he took unto him the twelve, and said unto them, Behold, we go up to Jerusalem, and all things that are
written by the prophets concerning the Son of man shall be accomplished. For he shall be delivered unto the
Gentiles, and shall be mocked, and spitefully entreated, and spitted on: And they shall scourge him, and put
him to death: and the third day he shall rise again. And they understood none of these things: and this saying
was hid from them, neither knew they the things which were spoken.

-We are bought with a price…that means:

1. You could never pay for your own salvation…Jesus already redeemed you.

2. You can never live a life good enough to keep that salvation…it’s a gift that cannot be taken away (no need to
perform to earn anything. Ever.)

 

4 Concluding Thoughts:

1. Simple faith is God’s merciful invitation.

2. Religious sincerity without true relationship means nothing.

3. Riches in Christ infinitely outweigh worldly riches.

4. Jesus paid the price for your sin. Stop trying.
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